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wages as can be thought by the master and wardens he can
deserve " l. Nor was the practice confined to the fifteenth
century, for already in 1380 the London Cutlers, in order
" to provide against the excessive wages " demanded by
their journeymen, ordained that: " No journeyman work-
ing in the same trade, who is not free of the city, or who
has not been an apprentice in the said trade, and has not
completed his term in the city, or otherwise served seven
years within the city in the said trade, shall be admitted to
work in the said trade if such journeyman have not first
been tried by the sworn overseers of the trade as to his
skill to ascertain how much he is deserving to take by the
day, by the week, or for a whole term ; and as they shall
find, according to their consciences, that such journeyman
can well deserve, let the said overseers award him what he
is to take. And let him who shall give to such journeyman
in excess of the valuation so made by the overseers, incur
the same penalty. And after the said overseers shall have
so reasonably set such journeyman at his value, as is above
stated, that for no person the wage of such journeyman
shall be beyond the sum so assessed, either higher or lower,
on the pain aforesaid, until he shall have learned to deserve
more " 2.

It is reasonable to suppose that the craft gilds also Regulation
regulated the prices of their commodities. Evidence
this is necessarily scanty, because the gilds would not openly
claim the right to do so in their ordinances for fear of
awakening the jealousy of the authorities. Yet the records
of Leicester show that the crafts made among themselves
an assize or standard of prices 3. Again at Norwich the
wardens took oath to present any member who " takes
excessively for his craft " 4, and the standard of a' fair price '
which was not ' excessive ' would naturally be determined
by the gild. These indications alone would not be con-
clusive, but in the ordinances of the London Shearmen (1452)
we have unmistakable proof that the craft gilds regulated

1 Marsh, Records of the Carpenters1 Company, ii. 250.
8 Welch, The Cutlers' Company, i. 261.    Among the London Sheathers
wages were fixed at 303. a year ' besides his food ': ibid. i. 255 (*375)-
3 Records of Leicester, i. 90 (1260).             * Records of Norwich, ii. 317,
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